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husbandness were valued most, and so the Hindu law provided that
the ravisher should marry the deflowered damsel. It appears,
therefore, that the Gandharva and the Paisacha marriages were
preceded and caused by sexual intercourse in the first case with
the consent of the girl and the second by fraud. The A'sura and
the Gandharva seem to resemble respectively the co-emptio and
the Usus in Roman law which, however, positively forbade the
Paisacha marriage.
A number of ancient legends preserve details of a polygamous
and promiscuous society in the Vedic age. Such are the tales of
Satyakama of Draupadi and Kunti. The beautiful Sarmishtha
observed that there was no difference between one's own husband
and the husband of a friend.75 The sage Dirghatamas son of Utathya
encouraged his wife's promiscuity and lived on her earnings. From
the story of Uddalaka we learn that he explained to his son Svetaketu
that the sharing of woman in common was an ancient custom and
there was nothing wrong with it. In another context, however,
Uddalaka insists that a wife should not have secret lovers, and if
there was such a lover, the husband was advised to prepare a
sacrifice and pronounce the following curse, against the secret lover,
"You have put a libation in my fire, therefore do I take your in-breath
and your out-breath, your sons, and your chatties".
The Mahabharata relates that Pandu precluded by a curse
from having sexual connection with his wife., tells her to seek another
man for the sake of progeny. He explains to her, "formerly women
were not bound in fidelity to their husbands, and they could go about
enjoying themselves as they wished and were not considered sinful.
This was the practice from ancient time and received the sanction
of illustrious Risliis fully acquainted with the rules of morality.76
The frequent references to woman having a "Jara" or
paramour would confirm the view that illicit love was by no means
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